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DIGITAL SILK ROAD IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF CHINA’S BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

The “One Belt, One Road” initiative, put forward by China in 2013, has, above all, an economic component and is aimed at accelerating China's socio-economic development in the context of new challenges on the global stage. These challenges include the reduction of export opportunities in the traditional markets of the United States, the European Union and East Asia as a result of the decline in global economic growth rates and the United States' attempts to weaken China's political and economic position in the world.
In 2013, in response to this, China put forward the strategic initiative “One Belt, One Road”, which was divided into two projects - “The Silk Road Economic Belt” and “The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road”. China set the goal of linking the economically developed countries of East Asia and Europe along the two ancient routes of the Silk Road, creating the most comprehensive platform for economic cooperation between Asia and Europe.
On September 7, 2013, at a meeting with the President of Kazakhstan N. Nazarbayev, the Chairman of the People's Republic of China Xi Jinping announced the start of the implementation of the "Silk Road Economic Belt" project, which consisted of three land routes from the Pacific coast through the backward provinces of Northwest China - Shaanxi, Ningxia, Qinghai, Gansu and Xinjiang, then through Kazakhstan to the countries of the European Union.
In March 2015, under the auspices of the State Council of the People's Republic of China, a joint document of three departments - the National Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce - was published under the title "Prospects and Actions for the Joint Creation of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road".
At the initial stage of implementation, five main goals of the One Belt, One Road initiative were identified: 1) exchange of information on economic development strategy between countries in the region to find common ground; 2) development of road communications to create a large transport corridor from the Pacific Ocean to the Baltic Sea; 3) organization of uninterrupted trade in the Silk Road Economic Belt zone through simplification of trade and investment procedures; 4) strengthening the sphere of monetary circulation to carry out exchanges and settlements in national currencies for standing transactions and capital; 5) mutual study of the aspirations of the peoples in this zone.
The concept for implementing this initiative put forward by the three PRC departments identified five main areas for its implementation: 1) political coordination; 2) infrastructure interconnection; 3) uninterrupted trade; 4) free movement of capital; 5) strengthening friendly relations between peoples.
The SREB project is only part of China's even more ambitious "One Belt, One Road" project. This is a strategy aimed at developing economically backward regions of China by creating large infrastructure projects in these areas that can quickly raise the level of socio-economic development in these areas.

In 2015, China launched a new project, the Digital Silk Road, which is an important part of the Belt and Road Initiative. At present, China has already spent $79 billion on the development of the Digital Silk Road. Of the 138 countries participating in the Belt and Road Initiative, a third of them are participants in the Digital Silk Road 
. Currently, 60 countries around the world support China's Digital Silk Road initiative.
The Digital Silk Road is a modern interpretation of the ancient trade route from China to Europe, adapted to the digital age. The network is being created by installing submarine cables in the world's oceans - a total of 80,000 km of underwater routes between oceans and continents. As a result, many developing countries and isolated areas participating in the Digital Silk Road have gained access to the Internet through projects such as Star Net (Star Network), Hongyan and Beidou, which have become competitors to GPS , Galileo and Starlink , operating in the US, EU countries, Australia, India, Japan. The Digital Silk Road also envisages the distribution of digital services and e-commerce platforms to other markets through Chinese companies Baidu, Alibaba, Huawei, Tencent 
.
One of the goals of the Digital Silk Road is to support Chinese exporters of the global value chain through the Internet, introducing the latest technologies such as cloud computing, data array, satellite navigation, and artificial intelligence. The Digital Silk Road can improve digital interconnection between participating countries, ensure the digitalization of traditional industries by opening markets for China's digital assets, and optimize the regional industrial structure to form a global value chain.
The main objectives of the Digital Silk Road are to provide partner countries with loans for the development of telecommunications, e-commerce, and the creation of "smart" cities . In the "One Belt, One Road" partner countries that participate in the Digital Silk Road, the task is to create an information structure using Chinese technologies, training centers, and funding scientific programs for further partnership.
Chinese leaders aim to expand the scope of the Digital Silk Road. In October 2023, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced at the opening of the 3rd session of the Belt and Road Initiative in Beijing that China would launch a “global initiative to guide artificial intelligence.” In March 2024, Chinese Premier Li Qiang said that “artificial intelligence is an important driver for the development of productive forces,” and that Chinese companies Baidu, Tencent, Xiaomi, and Alibaba, with the support of the Digital Silk Road, should become “number one” in the digital economy by 2049.
According to statistics, by 2022, Chinese enterprises have invested more than $730 billion in projects related to the development of fiber-optic networks, submarine cables and 5G infrastructure in countries along the Belt and Road. Huawei and ZTE have already implemented 5G pilot projects in more than 30 countries.

China has been most successful in its cooperation with Malaysia in the Digital Silk Road initiative, where a digital free trade zone, an e-commerce platform, a digital payment system and the Chinese satellite navigation Beidou (Big Dipper) have been created between China and Malaysia. China has already become the world's largest e-commerce market and is quite capable of digitalizing the projects of the Chinese Belt and Road initiative. Currently, the implementation of the Beidou satellite navigation, in addition to Malaysia, is mainly taking place in Asian countries - Pakistan, Laos, Thailand, Brunei. The Digital Silk Road for China is a solution that helps create an Asian market that is less US-oriented.

As Prof. Yudina T.N. and Yao Lindong note, “China is focusing on autonomous innovation, while simultaneously strengthening its influence in international technology alliances and developing multilateral cooperation in the field of digital technologies. 
Chinese technology companies play an important role in the development of global digital infrastructure, and one of the leading representatives is the “Alibaba Group” (“Alibaba Group”, “Alibaba Cloud”). The technologies of this group are already actively used in digital government, financial services and intelligent manufacturing. According to data for 2023, Alibaba Cloud 's share has a 20% share of the Asia-Pacific cloud computing market, surpassing Amazon and Microsoft. 
In Africa, Alibaba Group partnered with the government of Rwanda to establish Africa’s first e-global trade hub, which helps local SMEs access international markets. Alibaba Cloud also partners with the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya to advance digital governance, improving the efficiency of government processes and facilitating digital business transformation.
China is actively promoting the development of global digital infrastructure, implementing the concept of the Digital Silk Road under the Belt and Road Initiative. This program involves the deployment of 5Gc networks and cloud computing platforms in partner countries, which contributes to the strengthening of international ties in the field of high technology. In contrast to the strategy of technological isolation, the Digital Silk Road initiative put forward by China is aimed at developing comprehensive cooperation. China is actively expanding its influence in the world in such areas as digital infrastructure, artificial intelligence and global data management. In particular, Huawei, thanks to the large-scale deployment of 5G networks worldwide, occupies a key position in the development of new-generation mobile communications standards in the global market.
Chinese companies are also strengthening their position in the production of artificial intelligence, as evidenced by the success of Deep Seek, which has developed its own AI program that competes with well-known programs Chat GPT and Open AI .

Thus, China's "One Belt, One Road" initiative is gaining ground not only in the field of transport and financial infrastructure. The development of the Digital Silk Road greatly helps to develop China's trade and economic cooperation with many developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, not only through investments from the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the Silk Road Fund, but also through the Digital Silk Road. Through the Digital Silk Road projects, these countries can not only gain access to fresh political and commercial information, but also actively engage in the process of restructuring technological governance in their country.
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